
 2022 January General Assembly  Message from Fr Alex 

 Christ is in our midst! In this morning’s Gospel passage, we heard Jesus telling a story of 
 Thanksgiving and of a lack of thanksgiving.  He healed 10 but only one gave thanks.  It is an 
 interes�ng passage because he never really instructed them to give thanks.  He instructed them 
 to present themselves to the priests. This is what people did in order to return to the 
 community a�er they had leprosy.  Before they could return, they had to show their healed 
 bodies to the priests for confirma�on. So Jesus tells them to go to the priests. They were not 
 healed at first, just instructed to show themselves to the priests. So off they went. While they 
 were on their way to the priests, they were healed.  Now this passage is not about obedience. 
 All of them were obedient.  They did what Jesus told them to do.  But one went a step further. 
 Beyond obedience.  When he saw he was healed he stopped, turned around and went back to 
 Jesus to thank him.  And for this Jesus praises him.  They all followed the rules but one went 
 beyond the rules and first gave thanks. 

 So I want to stop right here and tell you all that beyond doing what we were supposed to do this 
 year, beyond our challenges, I am thankful.  I am thankful that Jesus offers all of us healing.  I am 
 thankful that many of us come to this very altar on a regular basis to receive healing through 
 the recep�on of the sacraments.  I am thankful that the Lord has blessed me to be with the 
 people he is calling to holiness and to par�cipate in that very call to their holiness.  I am 
 thankful for my wife, Anna, who encourages me in my encouragement of you and helps me to 
 recognize the many ways that God is working in my life and the life of this community.  Not to 
 men�on her un�ring service to our community. 

 And in the midst of this giving of thanks, I would like to share a few things that this community 
 has been doing over the past year that gives me such encouragement. 
 To tell you that this past year, indeed the past two years,  has been challenging would be an 
 understatement.  A mul�-year pandemic is certainly not one of the things we talked about in 
 seminary. And yet I have seen so much resilience in the community, and I know we will see 
 more to come. 

 We were at a point where we went from nearly 100 people a�ending the services to just a few 
 singers and servers and me. Just over a month ago, at the beginning of December, before the 
 Omicron variant changed things once more, we were in the 90’s again for services.  Communion 
 was taking so long, it reminded me of the days when we had to bring chairs in the church for 
 the overflow.  When I started again at St Philip in August of 2019, our children’s sermons had a 
 couple of kids, if any.  We were now, just over a month ago, at around 20-25 kids si�ng on the 
 floor listening to the Word of God.  This is miraculous.  This is God working in our midst.  Our 
 Christmas pageant on December 5 had 35 children par�cipa�ng, in addi�on to a mul�tude of 
 parents and church school teachers and ladies helping out in many ways.  I am thankful to God 
 for that. 

 This past year, when everything was slowing down and people were staying indoors, we had 34 
 new people join the community. People came because they were looking for an Orthodox 



 Church in which they felt comfortable, that was family friendly, that preached the Word of God, 
 where they experienced the love of God in the fellowship of the people.  I am thankful for that. 

 This past year we had 12 bap�sms. And even with the pandemic, 0 funerals. And to show how 
 things are ge�ng be�er, how God’s work is accelera�ng right in front of us, of the 12 bap�sm’s 
 this past year, 5 were in the past week. And 10 were since July. And I am thankful to God for 
 that. 

 As you know, the pandemic has affected the economy of the whole world, including our na�on, 
 and our parish. We are grateful for the con�nued efforts of our people to support the parish 
 and its ministries. In 2019, the year Anna and I arrived at St Philip, the pledges to the parish 
 were almost $65,000 but by the end of the year, we collected nearly $82,000 in pledges.  In 
 January of 2020, beginning with some fantas�c momentum, before the pandemic hit hard, we 
 had pledges in excess of $139,000.  And a�er that very difficult year, before vaccines were 
 available, when there were closures everywhere, we were able to collect 98.5% of the pledges 
 that were made. At the beginning of 2021 with the country in great difficulty, our people 
 con�nued to pledge to the community.  We experienced a drop in the ini�al pledge. From 
 $139,000 down to almost $113,000. But by the end of the year, as of a couple weeks ago, of the 
 $113,000 that was pledged, we collected almost $135,000. That’s $22,000 above what was 
 pledged. Just $4000 short of our highest pledged year in one of the most difficult years ever. 
 This is because of God’s blessing on the hearts of our people. And I am thankful to God for that. 

 And let me also men�on our other sources of income.  As you know, in addi�on to our pledges, 
 we also receive income from our Church Hall, the old hall, and the parking lot. We also have a 
 category called general dona�ons.  These are dona�ons to the church from people who support 
 the mission of this community but are not pledges.  In 2019 the General Dona�on amount was 
 just over $14,000.  In 2020 that number doubled to over $28,000.  In 2021 that number went to 
 $143,000.  We are grateful to all those who recognize the importance of the ministry that we 
 are doing here at St Philip.  I am thankful to God for that. 

 And we have been able to share with others.  We gave this past year to support Hurricane Relief 
 efforts, the Orthodox Chris�an Mission Center, the Food for Hungry People Program, the 
 expansion of the An�ochian Village, our weekly Food Pantry, and our Christmas gi�s for needy 
 families.  Our calls and contact ministry is reaching out to those who can’t get to church. And we 
 were able to pay our assessment to the Archdiocese and to the Diocese for the first �me in 
 many years. I am thankful to God for that. 

 We have been blessed with dedicated church school teachers and supporters.  This year we 
 changed things a bit in terms of our curriculum.  We have a themed year.  This year’s theme is 
 the Old Testament.  My children’s sermon is followed by a presenta�on to the whole Church 
 School in the hall and this is followed by the individual classes. Each of these is following the 
 same theme and specific topic.  We have our themes set up for the next 4 years.  This has been 
 working out great.   I am thankful to God for that. 



 Our book and reading club will, God willing this Tuesday, have finished 8 books that we have 
 read out loud together.  That is around 85 hours of reading.  And you can go this a�ernoon and 
 listen to each one.  They are right on our webpage. We usually have 10 to 15 people in 
 a�endance online.  Most are from our parish but we have people in Georgia, Washington DC, 
 Houston, and Canada par�cipa�ng regularly as well.  And I forgot to men�on New Zealand.  We 
 are together on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7 while they are joining us on Wednesdays 
 and Fridays at noon. Our discussions a�er the readings are such a blessing.  I am thankful to 
 God for that. 

 One of our most influen�al ministries is the Daily Orthodox Scriptures podcast, which is 
 reaching homes around the world with a daily scripture reading and short commentary. It is 
 sent out from mainly two places: Our webpage and Ancient Faith Ministries.  Between the two, 
 this past November which is the last month in which I received data from Ancient Faith Radio, 
 we had over 5,600 individual households listening.  There may be several people listening in a 
 household so the number of people could be much higher.  Ancient Faith told me that people 
 from 64 different countries were listening.  I know from our website that people from 36 
 countries were listening.  That’s a lot of people from all over the world tuning in to a ministry 
 from St Philip Church in Davie Florida. 

 In January, I began a new podcast, the Daily Orthodox Scriptures for Kids.  It is a podcast for 
 children where the children from our community are reading the Bible for children around the 
 world to listen to.  I have not received the data from Ancient Faith yet, but I can tell that so far in 
 January of this year, and we are only half way through, from our webpage, we have 3,686 
 households listening to one or both Podcasts.  That is more than double what we had in all of 
 November and we are only half way through the month.  If Ancient Faith ministry is doing 
 similar, then that means we now have over 11,000 people tuning in from around the world to 
 hear the Word of God from our community.  I am thankful to God for that. 

 I am thankful for our Altar servers, chanters, and singers who are here not only on Sunday’s but 
 other days as well as we praise and worship the Lord.  Their service is a blessing to me and this 
 community.  I am thankful to our Ladies who do so much in this community, so many ministries 
 they are involved in.  I am thankful for our AMEN men’s ministry fostering friendship and 
 fellowship among the men of our community.  Their last event was just last night.  Please take a 
 few moments and read the reports from these organiza�ons that will be available in the online 
 packet.   I am thankful to God for all of them. 

 And I am thankful to the many people who do not hold any par�cular �tle but have been such a 
 great support and counsel to me and to our church community.  So many have dedicated 
 themselves, o�en silently, to the well-being of our community.  I am thankful to God for you. 



 Lastly, I am thankful to God for our parish council who worked so hard this past year, for some a 
 year more than they intended.  Their love for the parish is evident and we are grateful for their 
 work and willingness to serve.  Let me men�on them all by name: 
 Our officers:  Pam Black - Chairperson 

 Robert Zakaib - Vice President 
 David Dorta - Treasurer 
 Karen Harwood - Secretary 

 Chris�an Proano 
 George Hanna 
 Richard Corey 
 Anthony Carmona 
 Aster Afework 
 Renee Abu 
 Chris Brewer 
 Madlin Khoury 

 I thank them all for their years of service.  Since we did not have an elec�on last year, the terms 
 of 6 have finished. Also the terms of 2 appointments have also finished. 

 These 8 people whose terms have finished are: 
 1.  Pam Black, 
 2.  George Hanna, 
 3.  Richard Corey, 
 4.  Anthony Carmona, 
 5.  Aster Afework, 
 6.  Renee Abu, 
 7.  Chris Brewer 
 8.  Madlin Khoury 

 As I men�oned in my email we have 6 people to elect and 2 to be appointed as well as 4 
 ex-officio posi�ons to fill. 

 Our ex-officio members will be: 
 1.  Represen�ng the choir and chanters: Juan Heradia 
 2.  Represen�ng the AMEN men’s ministry: Anthony Carmona 
 3.  Represen�ng the Ladies: Dana Ballew 
 4.  Represen�ng the Church School: Monica Said 

 My 2 appointments will be: Pam Black and Michael Aji 



 Since we have 6 people on the ballot for 6 available posi�ons, we will accept them all by 
 acclima�on. 
 They are: 

 1.  Aster Afework for a second term 
 2.  George Hanna for a second term 
 3.  Renee Abu for a second term 
 4.  Ted Ghebrezi 
 5.  Daniel Gizachew 
 6.  Amir Hosh 

 Our con�nuing Parish Council members, whose terms have not yet ended are: 
 1.  Robert Zakaib 
 2.  David Dorta 
 3.  Karen Harwood 
 4.  Chris�an Proano 

 The Lord calls us to be obedient, but even more than obedient.  We are called to be thankful. 
 And if we con�nue to look at our surroundings, our parish, even our challenges with 
 thanksgiving, we will always experience God’s grace and be able to serve our neighbor in joy. 

 God bless you all.  Christ is in our midst! 


