
 Church School 

 In 2022 the St. Philip’s Church School program was blessed with an 
 immense amount of growth. Through the spiritual guidance of Fr. Alex 
 Kouri, educational leadership of Tonya Jenkins, and overall collaboration 
 with teachers, Kh. Anna Kouri, Grace Koch, Samia Said, Monica Said, 
 Mindy Proano, and David ‘DJ’ Dorta the program has developed into an 
 engaging community.  From January thru May the children learned about 
 the Old Testament. Starting in September the children started learning 
 about the Life of Jesus. Week after week the children get the chance to 
 grow in their faith, learn, build relationships, and have fun while doing it. 
 The kids have shown a great interest not only in the curriculum but in 
 learning new songs and supporting the community. Through 2022 our 
 children could be heard reading on Fr. Alex’s Daily Orthodox Scriptures for 
 Kids podcast, seen serving in the altar, and eagerly answering questions 
 during the weekly kids’ sermon. During the St. Lazarus Retreat in April the 
 kids and parishioners in attendance made “Blessing Bags” full of essential 
 items for the homeless and other individuals in need. We kicked off the 
 2022-2023 Church School year in September with a back-to-church school 
 picnic. We had 28 children enrolled in September and have grown to 
 around 35 children who attend church school. In December we hosted an 
 amazing St. Nicholas Retreat. We ended 2022 with the Out of Egypt 
 Christmas Pageant, directed by Tonya Jenkins. God willing in 2023 the 
 Church School program will continue with its growing momentum and our 
 children continue to be enriched by the teachings of Jesus Christ and our 
 Orthodox faith. 

 On behalf of the Church School program, we would like to thank the Parish 
 Council, the parishioners, our volunteers, our children, and Fr. Alex Kouri 
 for your continued support and prayers. We truly appreciate everything the 
 St. Philip’s community has done, and continues to do, to help our program 
 thrive and develop. 


